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Important information

Accreditation period

Units 1 and 2: 1 January 2019 — 31 December 2023
Units 3 and 4: 1 January 2020 — 31 December 2023

The accreditation period for Units 1 and 2 commences on 1 January 2019.
The accreditation period for Units 3 and 4 commences on 1 January 2020.

Other sources of information

The VCAA Bulletin is the only official source of changes to regulations and accredited studies. The Bulletin
also regularly includes advice on VCE studies. It is the responsibility of each VCE teacher to refer to each
issue of the Bulletin. The Bulletin is available as an e-newsletter via free subscription on the VCAA's website at:
WwWWw.vcaa.vic.edu.au.

To assist teachers in developing courses, the VCAA publishes online the Advice for teachers, which includes
teaching and learning activities for Units 1-4, and advice on assessment tasks and performance level descriptors
for School-assessed Coursework in Units 3 and 4.

The current VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook contains essential information on assessment processes
and other procedures.

VCE providers

Throughout this study design the term ‘school’ is intended to include both schools and other VCE providers.

Copyright

VCE schools may reproduce parts of this study design for use by teachers. The full VCAA Copyright Policy is
available at: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Footer/Pages/Copyright.aspx.



https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/bulletins-and-updates/bulletin/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/HomePage.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/vce-vcal-handbook/Pages/index.aspx
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Introduction

The language

The language to be studied and assessed is the modern standard/official version of Chinese.

For the purpose of this study, Modern Standard Chinese is taken to be Putonghua in the spoken form, and
simplified character text in the written form. Throughout the Chinese-speaking communities, Modern Standard
Chinese may also be known as Mandarin, Guoyu, Huayu, Hanyu, Zhongwen and Zhongguohua.

Scope of study

VCE Chinese Second Language focuses on student participation in interpersonal communication, interpreting the
language of other speakers, and presenting information and ideas in Chinese on a range of themes and topics.
Students develop and extend skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing and viewing in Chinese in a range of
contexts and develop cultural understanding in interpreting and creating language.

Students develop their understanding of the relationships between language and culture in new contexts and
consider how these relationships shape communities. Throughout the study students are given opportunities
to make connections and comparisons based on personal reflections about the role of language and culture in
communication and in personal identity.

Rationale

The study of Chinese contributes to student personal development in a range of areas including communication
skills, intercultural understanding, cognitive development, literacy and general knowledge. Learning and using
an additional language encourages students to examine the influences on their perspectives and society, and
to consider issues important for effective personal, social and international communication. It enables students
to examine the nature of language, including their own, and the role of culture in language, communication and
identity. By understanding the process of language learning, students can apply skills and knowledge to other
contexts and languages. Learning a language engages analytical and reflective capabilities and enhances critical
and creative thinking.

The study of Chinese develops students’ ability to understand and use a language which is spoken by about
a quarter of the world’s population. There are many spoken varieties of Chinese, and Modern Standard Chinese
is pre-eminent among these. It is the major language of communication in China, Taiwan and Singapore, and is
widely used by Chinese communities throughout the Asia-Pacific region, including Australia.

China’s official language is Modern Standard Chinese, or Putonghua (the common or shared language) in Chinese.
The language is also referred to as Hanyu, the spoken language of the Han people, or Zhongwen, the written
language of China. A number of dialects remain in active use. In addition, the character system has undergone
significant evolution, standardisation and simplification over time. In contemporary overseas Chinese media, texts
are commonly in either simplified or traditional/full-form characters, reflecting the diverse histories and preferences
of these communities. Although both writing systems and the range of dialects should be recognised in any Chinese
language curriculum, the priority in education is Modern Standard Chinese and the use of simplified characters as
the internationally recognised ‘official form’ of Chinese.

Other characteristics of Chinese writing are that texts in Chinese characters do not display word level spacing
and texts may be written vertically and read from right to left down the page.
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English and Chinese have very different grammatical and vocabulary systems. The Chinese spoken language
is characterised by a high number of homophones — tone-syllables that are used to represent more than one
morpheme — each of which has its own particular character. The Chinese spoken language is composed of
approximately 400 syllables which may be used with one of four tones to create a total of approximately 1200
tone-syllables.

The study of a specific language exposes students to different experiences and perspectives at a personal level.
[t encourages students to be open to different ways of thinking, acting and interacting in the world, even beyond the
language being studied and their own language. A broad range of social, economic and vocational opportunities
result from study in a second language. Students are able to engage with Chinese-speaking communities in Australia
and internationally in a variety of endeavours, including tourism, technology, finance, services and business.

Aims
This study enables students to:
communicate with others in Chinese in interpersonal, interpretive and presentational contexts
understand the relationship between language and culture
compare cultures and languages and enhance intercultural awareness
understand and appreciate the cultural contexts in which Chinese is spoken
learn about language as a system and themselves as language learners
make connections between different languages, knowledge and ways of thinking

become part of multilingual communities by applying language learning to social and leisure activities, life-long
learning and the world of work.

Structure

The study is made up of four units. Each unit deals with language and specific content contained in the areas of
study and is designed to enable students to achieve a set of outcomes for that unit. Each outcome is described
in terms of key knowledge and key skills.

Entry

There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.
Units 1 to 4 are designed to a standard equivalent to the final two years of secondary education. All VCE studies
are benchmarked against comparable national and international curricula.

VCE Chinese Second Language is designed for students who have typically studied the language for at least
200 hours prior to the commencement of Unit 1.

Entry to VCE Chinese Second Language is governed by eligibility criteria which are published on the VCAA
website and in the VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook.

Duration

Each unit involves at least 50 hours of scheduled classroom instruction.


https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/vce-vcal-handbook/Pages/index.aspx
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Changes to the study design

During its period of accreditation minor changes to the study will be announced in the VCAA Bulletin. The Bulletin
is the only source of changes to regulations and accredited studies. It is the responsibility of each VCE teacher to
monitor changes or advice about VCE studies published in the Bulletin.

Monitoring for quality

As part of ongoing monitoring and quality assurance, the VCAA will periodically undertake an audit of Chinese Second
Language to ensure the study is being taught and assessed as accredited. The details of the audit procedures
and requirements are published annually in the VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook. Schools will be notified
if they are required to submit material to be audited.

Safety and wellbeing

It is the responsibility of the school to ensure that duty of care is exercised in relation to the health and safety of
all students undertaking the study.

Employability skills

This study offers a number of opportunities for students to develop employability skills. The Advice for teachers
provides specific examples of how students can develop employability skills during learning activities and assessment
tasks.

Legislative compliance

When collecting and using information, the provisions of privacy and copyright legislation, such as the Victorian
Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 and Health Records Act 2001, and the federal Privacy Act 1988 and
Copyright Act 1968, must be met.


https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/news-and-events/bulletins-and-updates/bulletin/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/vce-vcal-handbook/Pages/index.aspx
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Assessment and reporting

Satisfactory completion

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on the teacher’s decision that the student has demonstrated
achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. Demonstration of achievement of outcomes and
satisfactory completion of a unit are determined by evidence gained through the assessment of a range of learning
activities and tasks.

Teachers must develop courses that provide appropriate opportunities for students to demonstrate satisfactory
achievement of outcomes.

The decision about satisfactory completion of a unit is distinct from the assessment of levels of achievement.
Schools will report a student’s result for each unit to the VCAA as S (Satisfactory) or N (Not Satisfactory).

Levels of achievement
Units 1 and 2

Procedures for the assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision. Assessment
of levels of achievement for these units will not be reported to the VCAA. Schools may choose to report levels of
achievement using grades, descriptive statements or other indicators.

Units 3 and 4

The VCAA specifies the assessment procedures for students undertaking scored assessment in Units 3 and 4.
Designated assessment tasks are provided in the details for each unit in the VCE study design.

The student’s level of achievement in Units 3 and 4 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework (SAC)
as specified in the VCE study design and external assessment.

The VCAA will report the student’s level of achievement on each assessment component as a grade from
A+ to E or UG (ungraded). To receive a study score the student must achieve two or more graded assessments
and receive S for both Units 3 and 4. The study score is reported on a scale of 0-50; it is a measure of how well
the student performed in relation to all others who took the study. Teachers should refer to the current VCE and
VCAL Administrative Handbook for details on graded assessment and calculation of the study score. Percentage
contributions to the study score in VCE Chinese Second Language are as follows:

Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent
Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework: 25 per cent
Examinations™: oral component and written component: 50 per cent.

Details of the assessment program are described in the sections on Units 3 and 4 in this study design.

Authentication

Work related to the outcomes of each unit will be accepted only if the teacher can attest that, to the best of their
knowledge, all unacknowledged work is the student’s own. Teachers need to refer to the current VCE and VCAL
Administrative Handbook for authentication procedures.

*A single grade is awarded.


https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/vce-vcal-handbook/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/vce-vcal-handbook/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/vce-vcal-handbook/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/vce-vcal-handbook/Pages/index.aspx
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Cross-study specifications

For the purposes of this study the following specifications apply across all units. Details of the scope of each
specification are provided in the unit overviews and in the introduction to the relevant areas of study.

Themes and topics are prescribed and create a framework of content for the activities and tasks that students
undertake for the areas of study in each unit. Language content suited to the level and scope of the themes and
topics is also specified and includes grammar, vocabulary, characters, text types and writing styles that students are
expected to be familiar with by the end of Unit 4. There is no prescribed order in which this learning should occur.

Communicating and understanding languages and cultures

VCE language study is underpinned by the concepts of communicating and understanding languages and cultures.
There are five macro skills that inform all language use: listening, speaking, reading, writing and viewing. Connections,
comparisons and communities provide the context for learning each specific language while the interpersonal,
interpretive and presentational contexts define the ways in which students use the language they are studying.
The integration of these contexts through the teaching and learning program enables students to develop their
understanding and skills in the language.
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Communicating

VCE Chinese Second Language requires communication in Chinese in a variety of situations and for multiple
purposes. These purposes include socialising, exchanging information, creating texts, interpreting from one language
to another and reflecting on language experiences to improve communication in the future.

Interpersonal communication

Interpersonal communication requires interaction with other speakers of the language in oral or written form.
Information is exchanged in a manner that is accessible to others, offers coherent views and stimulates reasoned
responses in Chinese in a range of contexts.

Interactions will relate to the themes and topics selected for the unit and may include text types such as a
conversation, email exchange, letter, participation in a debate, telephone call, text message or discussion.
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Interpretive communication

Interpretive communication requires the location, interpretation and analysis of information obtained in Chinese.
The content is drawn from the themes and topics selected for the unit and includes listening and reading texts and
may include visual materials that reflect some aspect of language or culture.

Presentational communication

Content related to the themes and topics selected for the unit is presented to a specified audience in oral or written
form in Chinese, and may include visual, movement or musical elements. In Units 1 and 2, the presentation focus
is on introducing cultural aspects associated with Chinese-speaking communities to a specific audience, through
narration, recounting and explaining in an informative and engaging way. In Units 3 and 4, the focus is on integrating
concepts, information and ideas from a range of sources, and presenting them to persuade an audience, to reflect
and express ideas, explain a point of view or evaluate information.

Understanding languages and cultures

Understanding languages and cultures requires an investigation of the roles of language and culture in shaping
meaning and reflection on the practices, cultural products and perspectives of the cultures of Chinese-speaking
communities.

Connections

The study of any language provides access to additional information on new and familiar topics, including those of
immediate interest and relevance to students. Within the themes and topics selected for each unit, students are
encouraged to draw on perspectives and ways of thinking and acting in the world which complement what they
have learned in their own language from other disciplines, research or informal sources.

Intercultural awareness requires students to reflect on the ways that culture influences how language is used and
received. Students consider the process of learning another language, investigating another culture or participating
as a global citizen in areas such as travel, tourism, work, economic activity or research.

Comparisons

Comparisons are undertaken between Chinese and other languages, including English, to reflect on the dynamic
nature of language, the notion of language as a system, limitations on equivalence between languages and the
interplay between language, culture and the individual.

Language is used to reflect on and explain the similarities and differences between the cultures studied and
the student’s own culture/s.

Communities

Within the themes and topics selected for each unit, students investigate a variety of cultural products and practices
and their use or role in Chinese-speaking communities. Cultural products or practices can be drawn from a diverse
range of texts, activities and creations. These may include the following: stories, poems, plays, novels, songs, films,
photographs, artworks, architecture, technology, food, clothing, sports and festivals. Students identify aspects of
cultural products or practices that originate in or are influenced by the language and cultures of Chinese-speaking
communities in their own lives.
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Prescribed themes and topics

There are three prescribed themes for study in VCE Chinese Second Language:
The individual
The Chinese-speaking communities
The world around us

These themes have a number of prescribed topics and suggested subtopics.

All the themes and topics are to be studied over the course of Units 1-4. The order in which the themes and
topics are studied is not prescribed; teachers may choose which themes and topics are studied for each unit.

In each unit, the learning program will include topics from more than one theme and at least one topic and
subtopic for each area of study. The subtopic will provide the context for teaching, learning and assessment of
achievement.

Consideration should be given to the appropriateness of topics and subtopics in terms of creating logically
sequenced language skill development and for the depth of study required in each unit. It is not expected that all
topics will require the same amount of study time and some may be more suited to Units 1 and 2 or to Units 3 and 4,
depending on the learning program.

Prescribed themes and topics, and suggested subtopics

The individual The Chinese-speaking The world around us
communities
Personal identity History and culture Global and contemporary

For example, naming, appearance
and personalities, family and
friends, daily routine/life, interests
and hobbies, health and nutrition,
leisure activities.

Relationships

For example, family and kinship,
social relationships, home and
neighbourhood, pets.

Education and aspirations

For example, schoal life, study and
routines, future plans and priorities,
further education, employment
opportunities, the world of work.

For example, festivals, customs
and traditions, legends and fables,
famous people.

Arts and entertainment

For example, Chinese calligraphy
and painting, Chinese opera, film,
music/dance, sports.

Living in a Chinese-speaking
community

For example, urban and rural life,
Chinese food and tea, Chinese
costumes/fashion, holidays,
sightseeing and places of
interest, getting around (transport
and directions, tickets and
reservations), travel plans and
accommodation.

society

For example, global citizenship,
social and economic development,
cultural diversity, the human
impact on nature, environment and
sustainability, volunteering, ideals,
wellbeing of youth.

Communication and media
For example, the internet and
social media, news media and its
influence, idols and celebrities.

The influence of science and
technology

For example, innovations in science
and technology, the impact of
science and technology on society,
smart houses, jobs of the future.

Note: Bold = Prescribed themes, Bold Italics = Prescribed topics, /talics = Suggested subtopics.
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Text types

Students come into contact with a wide range of texts when undertaking VCE Chinese Second Language and
practise listening, speaking, reading, writing and viewing skills through texts of all types. The texts used by students
to practise receptive language skills (listening, reading and viewing) should be chosen for their suitability to develop
student learning in the selected subtopics for each unit. The demands on students are greater when producing
original texts (spoken or written). Productive activities must be appropriate to the level of language learning of the
students. For the purpose of this study, viewed texts may include photographs, pictures, posters, films or film
clips, captioned illustrations or maps related to the subtopic. It is important that students have an awareness of
the features, context, purpose and audience of each text used and the text type in general.

The text types that students can reasonably be expected to produce by the completion of this study include:

Advertisement Email Plan/itinerary

Article Interview Public announcement/notice
Biography Invitation Report

Blog Journal entry Review

Brochure Letter (formal and informal) Role-play

Chart/table Note/message Script of a play, speech or talk
Conversation Personal profile Story

Writing styles

Students are expected to be able to produce different styles of writing. Writing styles include: personal, imaginative,
persuasive, informative and evaluative.

While students need to be aware of the general features of the writing styles, teaching and learning activities
should clearly define the context, purpose and audience to provide direction for students on managing the writing
style required for each activity.

Vocabulary

It is expected that students of Chinese Second Language will be able to understand the items on the character
list below, as well as a wider range of vocabulary relevant to the themes and topics prescribed in the study design.

All questions, tasks and texts provided in Chinese in the written examination will be written in both complex
and simplified characters.

Students may use simplified or complex characters in tasks requiring written responses in Chinese characters.
A small amount of Pinyin will be accepted, but its use should be confined to vocabulary and expressions which
are not included in the character list.
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Character list

A.

1. ai 2 an
% E78

3. bai 4. ban 5. ban 6. ban
H Yt I -

7. bao 8. bao 9. bao 10. bei
(@ (4l [ #

11.  bén 12.  bi 13.  bi 14. bian
ZS ke e i

15.  bian 16.  bian pian 17.  bido 18. bié
83 i /{8 ® il

19. bing 20. bu 21. bu
] A i

C.

22. cai 23. can 24. cha 25. cha cha

26. chang zhang 27. chéang 28. chang 29. chang
K/& W 87 g

30. chao 31. che 32. chéng 38. chéng
wh ug J& Ik

34. chi 35. chi 36. chu 37. chuan
. t Ak 7

38. chuang 39. chin 40. ci 41. cong
JZN T R M

42.  cuo
i

D.

43. da 44, dadai 45.  dai 46. dan
T K/K fii {E!

47. dan 48. dang 49. dao 50. de
i & £l i)

51. dededéi 52. dedi 53. déng 54, dian

5 /15 /1% Hh /3 % =
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55. dian 56. dian 57. ding 58. dit
H J& i FS

59. dong 60. dong 61. dong B2. dou da
% & | #R /R

63. du 64. duan 65. dui 66. dui
J& {5} Xt BA

67. dud
%

E.

68. ¢ 69. ér
ik L

F.

70. fafa 71. fa 72.  fan 73. fang
/KR % {1 Ji

74. fang 75. fang 76. fang 77. fei
i ] i N

78. fei 79. fei 80. fen fén 81. feng
1k 4 /7 8

82. feng 83. fu 84. fu 85. fu
T Hi A H

G.

86. gai 87. gai 88. gin 89. gang
i o & K

90. gao 91. gao 92. gt 93. ge¢
B % o 0

94. géi 95. geng 96. gong 97. gong
o El T N

98. gong 99. gong 100. gu 101. gu
B # E H

102. guan 103. gbu 104. guan 105. guan
=S X ES M

106. guin 107. gui 108. gui 109.  gud
T v s

110. gud 111, guod
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H.
112. hai huan 113. hai 114, hai 115. han
it /it i Z oL
116. hang xing 117. hao hao 118. hao 119. he
17/47 Ut /% 5 HEy
120. hé 121. hé 122. hé 123. hei
Gl ] &
124. hén 125. hong 126. hou 127. hou
R AN {173 Ja
128. hua 129. hua 130. hua 131. hua
1& t 1k 1k
132. hua 133. hua 134. hua 135. huai
84 1k 1] 7
136. huan 137. huan 138. huang 139. hui
e e # [a]
140. hui kuai 141. huo 142. huo
=/ i %
J.
143. j1 144. ji 145, ji 146. ji
Hl % JL o
147. ji 148. ji 149. ji 150.  ji
it i % 7=
151, jia 152. jiajia 153. jian jian 154. jian
EN 1 /1 [f] /Ii) it
155. jian 156. jian 157. jiang 158.  jido
. i K A2
159. jiao jiao 160. jido 161. jiao 162. jiao
H/H (43 ny 5
163. jido jué 164. jie 165. jie 166. jié
W /L 1 % T
167. jie 168. jin 169. jin 170. jin
fi % = ik
171, jin 172. jing 173. jing 174. jing
i i % 53
175. jiu 176. jit 177. jiu 178.  jin
A ] IH G
179. ju

JE1
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K.

180. kai 181. kan kan 182. kéo 183. ke
H E/E % Fl

184. ké 185. ke 186. ke 187. ke
Af = s Z|

188. kong kong 189. kou 190. kuai 191, kuai
ks = e P

L.

192. lai 193. lan 194. lan 195. lao
* i % ¥

106. le lido 197. léyue 108. léi 190. léng
/7 R/ & s

200. li 201, 1§ 202. Ii 203. i
= H H 71

204. 1i 205. 1 206. lian 207. liang
F i 2 (]

208. ling 209. long 210. 16u 211. u
oE )2 L2 %

212. luan 213. 1 214. i
il ik ok

M.

215. ma 216. ma 217. mai 218. mai
1 ) 5 %

219. man 220. mang 221. mao 222. me
g T Zli] 24

223. méi mo 224. méi 225. méi 226. mén
W/ % I

227. men 228. mi 229. mi 230. mian
il ® PN ]

231. ming 232. ming 233. mo
| % PN

N.

234. nanéi 235. nanéi 236. nan 237. nan
Wik /W3R AR/ P 3]

238. nan nan 239. nao 240. nao 241, ne
M / HE i 7] Ve

242. néng 243. ni 244, nian 245, nin
A R o &

246. nil 247. nu 248. nli

7+ % «
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P.

249. pa 250. pdo 251. pang 252. péng
1H il R i

253. pian pian 254. piao piao 255. piao 256. ping
Vo / =/ = ¥

Q.

257. qi 258. qi 259. qi 260. qi
i T i <

261. qi 262. qian 263. qidn 264. gin
K Hif B oK

265. qing 266. qing 267. qing 268. qing
LES 1 i S

269. qing 270. qill 271. qia 272  qu
iH K Bk %

273. qu
it

R.

274. rén 275. rang 276. re 277. rén
IS ik P A

278. rén 279. ri 280. rong 281. rou
N H = Al

282. ru
n

S.

283. sai 284, sé 285. shan 286. shang
s , i [

287. shang 288. shao shao 289. shéi shui 290. sh¢
i /b e/ G

291. shén 292. shén shi 293. shéng 294, sh1
5 /e G i

295. shi 296. shi 297. shi 298. shi
5] 15} H Ly

299. shi 300. shi 301. shi 302. shi
2 it £ i

303. shi 304. shi 305. shi 306. shou
M # = i

307. shou 308. shou 309. shou 310. shit

F 2 i 1
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311. shi 312. shi shu 313. shui 314. shui
&7 e /H K e
315. shud shui 316. si 317. song 318. su
U /U st 1% Vi3
319. sui 320. suod
% fit
T.
321. tai 322. tan 323. tang 324. tang
K 73 ] B
325, ti 326. ti 327. tian 328. tido
il (LN FS %
329. ting 330. ting 331. ting 332.  tong
iy = it o
333. tou 334. ta
% %
W.
335. wai 336. wan 337. wan 338. wan
4h It 5 i
339. wing 340. wang 341. wang 342. wéi wei
343. wei 344. weéi 345. wén 346. wen
fir R Bs i
347. wo 348. wu 349. wu
£59 - 7
X.
350. xi1 351. x1 352, xi 353. X1
@ A%\ ;J :7%
354, xi 355. xia 356. xia 357. xian
i ™ -l %
358. xian 359. xian 360. xiang xiang 361. xiang
fic n HH /M s}
362. xiang 363. xiao 364. xiao 365. xiao
7N % i3
366. xié 367. xié 368. xi¢ 369. Xin
L 5 it TN
370. Xin 371. xin 372. Xing 373. Xing xing
Hr E 2 > /X%
374. xing 375. xii 376. xué
/43 R e
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Y.
377. ya 378. yan 379. yang 380. yang
381. yang 382. yao 383. yao 384. y¢
F U E] t
385. yé 386. yi 387. yi 388. yi
|4 K = H
389. yi 390. yi 391. i 392.  vi
& A 5 =3
393. yin 394. ying ying 395. ying 396. ying
7 S i i
397. ying 398. yong 399. yong 400. you
-7 Uk H Uit
401. ydu 402. you 403. you 404. yu
K A H i<l
405. yu 406. yu 407. yuan 408. yuan
N i TG
409. yuin 410. yuan 411, yue 412.  yin
it 5 H iz
Z
413. zai 414, zai 415. zdo 416. zeén
£ T A B
417. zhan 418. zhao 419. zhé 420. zhe zhéi
o 1 # i /3
421. zhén 422. zhéng 423. zht 424, zhi
H ik R vl
425. zhdng 426. zhong 427. chong zhong — 428. zhu
H i H/H £
429. zhu 430. zi 431, zi 432. zi
i ¥ H =4
433. z0ng 434. z6u 435. zui 436. zZud
4%\ iE E% H/E
437. zud 438. zuo 439. zud 440. zud

Vs 1 AR i
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Special terms

Numbers

ling yi er san si wi 1iu ql ba
}’jzé\ - :\ E\ ﬂ\ £\ /—;\‘\ /[:\ /\\
jiu shi bai gidn wan shiwan bdiwadn qgianwan  yi
s +. ER T AR +rH. A”A. TS 1¢.
Family members and kinship

yé ye ndinai ldoye ldolao wadigdbng  wdaipod baba mama

& %5, Wy, 7SR [EAIEN VAY/NN HhEE. BwE. I,
bémi gége jiéjie didi meimei bobo glgu shishu
fHEE, EIRN 4 . DELEN /77 NN (S S IRy TN G N
bidogé bidojié bidodi bidoméi

*x A R W, £ B, K &K

Surnames

Gao Li Liu Wang Hudng Lin Mao Zhang Zhao
= Z ] B i ZZS E ik X
Famous people

Kongzi Li Bai Stn Zhongshan Mdo Zédong Jidng Jiéshi

L 1T Z H vl £ HER % N A X
Place names

Aodaliya Modrbén X1’ ni Kanpéila B&ijing Shanghai
BRAHNE SRIRAR & e b2V T2 b s
X1’ an Nanjing Taiwan Xidnggdng Admén Changjiang
Pi % [ 5 5 W T KT
Festivals

Chtnjié Yudndan Zhongqiajié Duanwi jié Shéngdanjié

Eo ) =] Rk L S E) X WE

bofu
(BN
a yi

BT 45k

Stn

¥

Déng Xidoping

NS
Gudngzhou
oM
Huanghé
w0
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Grammar

The student is expected to recognise and use the following grammatical items:

Verbs and verb phrases
equative verb PR LR <

HIEE possessive verb A REATHERD 7
BERH > B -

existential verb XILEILERIE -
B AR A Wik -

action —EAERGE  MBT -

stative XORE LR -

pivotal TR -

verb-object B Lk il BF - A%
verb copying TR -

resultative verb w30 BR - BHF - 5 - T
actual result TRUTI T 7 BT -
potential result BB ? FAKT -

directional verb HHE R M —e 30 -

auxiliary verb AN R SRR - R -3
PRET -
S RA R IAE -

coverb P B30 BB R
EEoik &
MR EBIPAE
NEREpEES] -
W BB RA £iE 7
b3 SR AR -
XSGR -

Aspects
perfective verbal — 1 feE &L T IMaITE -

sentence final = T RETHT -
BHRMHFEEAM T -
fESRT » BALERMRT -
double - 1 HWEEFEPEET HET -
durative continuing fb = Ak FEEAR -

progressive RITELEVREE
RUEAEFT A -

experiential BHRERA T EE -
BABRELEKRT -

attemptive (verb reduplication) BE(E KEKR
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Nouns
proper & 173 4l KR
b3t - BARFIE - X
with classifiers (measure words) —XEIE » /et
ZHTE KR
titles and forms of address WEW » ZERR > EXK
Pronouns
personal I A A
BT/ KA AT
interrogative Wofta WL Bar LA
SRILAILE ?
used as indefinites B LBER -
R EE AL
demonstrative X R RAER -
a7
other AR Hf
Determiners (determinative)
demonstrative X/ WAANELT ?
A HAR R B -
specifying g %5
Modifiers
reduplication KK Ty T AL FEAL L -
comparison forms with 2 and % HEHE  BITE
adverbs frequently used adverbs B K F o FHH
—KJL B BEE
time AIA - ERT
negators A BE
intensifiers % - - KR BB
stative verbs used as adverbs DR - R
post-verbal complement AR MR AR T4 -
BHFERGBRM -
movable vs non-movable FE - T4 B
E& &
adjectives SR BT - Mk
adjective clauses IR BB UOEN BRI -
use and non-use BALRE - BRAYER

Localisers B A B (| c ANE
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added to nouns
before verbs or coverbs

after verbs or coverbs

Numerical expressions
use of & as a place marker
cardinal
. versus M
ordinal with % and %
fractions and decimals

indefinites

telephone numbers
monetary expressions

time expressions time duration

clock time

age

days of week, month, year, date
with classifiers (measure words)

places in family

Classifiers (measure words)

for nouns
for verbs

reduplication

Particles

modal

structural

interrogative

Sentences and phrase types
declarative sentences

interrogative sentences

use of question markers

use of verbs & (&) —verb

use of wh- question words

T LW - RIS
—EERE AT -
{EFEIE » A FERE

—EEHRE-LS
<t ZEAT)
== 0wt

B R k=4H
Wz = HEZ

—8ET &%
JREER HEE T L/ -

NAE=FA—N
+HERR
A A ® TAE T 24
BERTF=R—H -
ANV BRI+ T -

—INER R EREREA -

=EPhAN HXE
="

E 3E 2% -RF
W B
g RR

FEME |

FEARIE |

IRECES: ]
PRIVl G4 T 7
BN
EtgHR  FER -

s U - 0

REWIED) -

TRERE UFIKIG 7
HA-SB R RHENE 7
Ef1EARE T
flurzad PEZERA 7
R 7

friRft 4 ¢
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alternative questions

tag questions

passive sentences

ba-sentences

imperative sentences

exclamatory sentences

special constructions
emphatic expressions

pseudo-cleft constructions

topic-comment constructions

subjectless sentences

rhetorical sentences

serial verb constructions

double objective constructions

Cohesive devices
coordinating constructions

use of enumerative commas

with coordinate conjunctions

subordinate constructions

Formulaic expressions, fillers and acclamations
fillers

formulaic expressions

polite responses

Style
written/spoken

formal/informal

e SRR B ¢
BREITE s > HPG 7

BANITT -
AN A -
K ERRTESR/MRIEAT -

HIEEF -
ORI FRELET 7

Gl
i3k !
ERE!
T !

PR KTERAY -
ARy (B B -
AR CHIRER B AN -
SREFHM » HiF !

H—im -
TH#RT - THWT -

FRENEKN 7
TARA BTG 7

ELRGERE -

BB FE -
FEERTE—BERLY -

AT T A AT -
b R -
—ifee —ifee o

(26 - FHPHE » —- Bk »
BAR---{HR - » BT
By -~ Bir LA

I (2) RUIKEERR -
WAL - ZAE - BRIFER

otk /s
G StUER.

B and BYEHE
% and #R. B2 and 1
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Unit 1

In this unit students develop an understanding of the language and culture/s of Chinese-speaking communities
through the study of three or more topics from the prescribed themes listed on page 12. Each area of study in the
unit must focus on a different subtopic. Students access and share useful information on the topics and subtopics
through Chinese and consolidate and extend vocabulary and grammar knowledge and language skills. They focus
on analysing cultural products or practices including visual, spoken or written texts.

Cultural products or practices can be drawn from a diverse range of texts, activities and creations. These may
include the following: stories, poems, plays, novels, songs, fims, photographs, artworks, architecture, technology,
food, clothing, sports and festivals. Students apply acquired knowledge of Chinese culture and language to new
contexts.

Students reflect on the interplay between language and culture, and its impact on the individual’'s language use
in specific contexts and for specific audiences.

The cross-study specifications common to Units 1-4 are detailed on pages 10-11 of this study design.

Area of Study 1

Interpersonal communication

In this area of study students develop their skills and knowledge to establish and maintain an informal, personal,
spoken interaction in Chinese on a selected subtopic.

Students consider language as a tool for communication and focus on language important for effective
participation in spoken interaction. They develop their understanding that the content and the direction of an
exchange are influenced by the participants and the purpose of the interaction, and consider the influence of
cultural perspectives on meaning and mutual understanding.

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to exchange meaning in a spoken interaction in Chinese.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1.

Key knowledge
ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

vocabulary and grammar suitable for exchanging information on the selected subtopic
oral language for participating in an informal, personal, spoken interaction in Chinese, including idioms
language and behaviours required to effectively initiate, maintain and close a spoken exchange

a range of expectations of the participants in the spoken interaction, depending on age, status and other
relevant considerations.

Key skills
discuss the selected subtopic
link and sequence ideas and information
recognise and respond to cues for turn-taking
use a range of question and answer forms
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self-correct language use as appropriate

use appropriate pronunciation, intonation and stress

use appropriate forms of address and non-verbal forms of communication, such as eye contact and gestures
recognise meaning in terms and concepts without a direct equivalent in English

use language that conveys intended meaning, taking into account cultural perspectives.

Area of Study 2

Interpretive communication

In this area of study students locate and use information from two texts in Chinese, chosen from a written, spoken
or audiovisual format. They develop skills and knowledge to read, listen to or view texts in Chinese effectively,
to summarise content and to combine information from the texts in written responses in Chinese and English.
The subtopic selected for the texts will be drawn from the prescribed themes and topics and should provide an
opportunity for students to learn about the culture/s of the Chinese-speaking communities.

In preparation for understanding and interpreting information on the selected subtopic, students consider
relevant content, language and cultural information. They focus on language important for presenting information
in written form, such as answering questions or writing for a specific purpose and audience. Students identify and
clarify aspects of language and culture in the texts.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to interpret information from two texts on the same subtopic
presented in Chinese, and respond in writing in Chinese and in English.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.

Key knowledge
ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic
vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding, interpreting and conveying information on the subtopic
conventions of text types and language for relaying information in writing.

Key skills
identify key concepts from written, spoken or audiovisual texts in Chinese

differentiate between general meaning and specific meaning

link ideas and information from the two selected texts

recognise and interpret expressions without a direct equivalent in English

use suitable written Chinese for the purposes of the text type, such as levels of formality or abbreviated language
use appropriate spelling, grammar, characters, layout and punctuation

self-correct language use as appropriate.
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Area of Study 3

Presentational communication

Students present content related to the selected subtopic in Chinese in written form, which may include supporting
visual elements. Students develop a presentation that recounts, narrates, entertains, retells or interprets information,
concepts and ideas for a specific audience.

The presentation will feature cultural products or practices from Chinese-speaking communities which can be
drawn from a diverse range of texts, activities and creations.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to present information, concepts and ideas in writing in
Chinese on the selected subtopic and for a specific audience and purpose.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3.

Key knowledge
ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

vocabulary and grammar suitable for conveying information on the subtopic
conventions of a written presentation in Chinese
presentation methods such as awareness and engagement of audience and clarity of information.

Key skills
use strategies for creating an original text in Chinese, such as planning, drafting, self-correcting and use of
dictionaries

sequence ideas logically and to engage the audience

use suitably written Chinese and other elements as appropriate to the text type, purpose and audience for the
presentation

use stylistic features appropriate to the text type, such as headings, repetition and exclamations
identify and explain language and aspects of culture requiring interpretation
use appropriate spelling, grammar, characters and punctuation.

Assessment

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of
outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks that
provide a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes.

The areas of study, including the key knowledge and key skills listed for the outcomes, should be used for course
design and the development of learning activities and assessment tasks. Assessment tasks must be a part of the
regular teaching and learning program and relate to the selected subtopic. They should be completed mainly in
class and within a limited timeframe.

All assessments at Units 1 and 2 are school-based. Procedures for assessment of levels of achievement in
Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision.

For this unit students are required to demonstrate three outcomes. As a set, these outcomes encompass the
areas of study in the unit.
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Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:

Outcome 1
Participate in a conversation, interview or role-play
Give a talk to the class about the selected subtopic, asking and answering questions.

Outcome 2
Write a descriptive summary of a film including information from a review of the film
Listen to a conversation and view a map to write directions
Read an article and listen to an announcement to write instructions.

Outcome 3

Create a written presentation which may include pictures; this may be supported by media such as Photo
Story or PowerPoint

Write an imaginative children’s story.

Where teachers allow students to choose between tasks, they must ensure that the tasks they set are of
comparable scope and demand.
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Unit 2

In this unit students develop an understanding of aspects of language and culture through the study of three or
more topics from the prescribed themes listed on page 12. Each area of study must focus on a different subtopic.
Students analyse visual, spoken and written texts. They access and share useful information on the topics and
subtopics through Chinese and consolidate and extend vocabulary, grammar knowledge and language skills.

Cultural products or practices can be used to demonstrate how culture and perspectives may vary between
communities. Students reflect on the interplay between language and culture, and its impact on meaning,
understanding and the individual’'s language use in specific contexts and for specific audiences.

The cross-study specifications common to Units 1-4 are detailed on pages 10-11 of this study design.

Area of Study 1

Interpersonal communication

In this area of study students participate in a written exchange in Chinese. They develop skills and knowledge that
enable them to read, listen to and view texts in Chinese and to develop a suitable response in Chinese. The stimulus
material may be in spoken or written form, such as a letter, telephone message, video call or email, and may be
accompanied by visual information, such as maps, advertisements, menus, photographs, film clips or diagrams.

In preparation for engaging with the subtopic, students consider relevant content, language and cultural
information. They focus on language that is important for writing for a specific purpose and audience. Students
identify and clarify aspects of language in the exchange and account for the influence of cultural perspectives on
meaning and mutual understanding.

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to respond in writing in Chinese to spoken, written or visual
texts presented in Chinese.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1.

Key knowledge
ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding and conveying general information and information on the
subtopic

conventions of text types and language for relaying information in writing
nature of direct, indirect and rhetorical questions in Chinese.

Key skills
use strategies for identifying key concepts and information from written, spoken, visual or audiovisual texts in
Chinese

respond to requests or questions and link to ideas and information provided in the exchange
differentiate between general meaning and specific meaning

use appropriate spelling, grammar, characters, layout and punctuation

self-correct language use as appropriate.
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Area of Study 2

Interpretive communication

In this area of study students extract information from texts provided in Chinese and respond to the texts in writing
using elements of this information. They develop skills and knowledge to read, listen to or view texts in Chinese
and to use information in a new context. The topic selected for the texts will be drawn from the prescribed themes,
with students developing their understanding of the culture/s of Chinese-speaking communities.

In preparation for understanding and interpreting information on the topic, students consider relevant content,
language and cultural information. They focus on language that is important for identifying and synthesising
information presented in Chinese and for recounting information in Chinese. They recognise and account for other
perspectives in their interpretation of information, ideas and opinions.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse and use information from written, spoken or visual
texts to produce an extended written response in Chinese.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.

Key knowledge
ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic
vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding, interpreting and conveying information on the subtopic
conventions of text types and language for commenting in writing on information, ideas and opinions.

Key skills
use strategies for identifying relevant concepts and detailed information in written, spoken or visual texts in Chinese

evaluate, select and use relevant information

link detailed ideas and information from the stimulus material with general knowledge of the topic
recognise meaning in terms and concepts without a direct equivalent in English

self-correct language use as appropriate

use suitable written Chinese for the purposes of the text type and audience, such as an appropriate level of
formality

use appropriate spelling, grammar, characters, layout and punctuation.

Area of Study 3

Presentational communication

In this area of study students research cultural products or practices that demonstrate an aspect of the culture
studied. They develop an oral presentation in Chinese on an aspect of the selected subtopic of interest to them.

Students consider relevant content, language and cultural information that can be used in the development of
their oral presentation. They focus on skills and knowledge that enable them to read, listen to and view texts in
Chinese and to speak about cultural connections and comparisons.
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Students may consider aspects of culture such as:

cultural products or practices that demonstrate cultural differences between different Chinese-speaking
communities

the cultural dimension underpinning social behavioural norms, social expectations and the way individuals
engage with the world

differences and similarities between Chinese-speaking and other communities and social structures
the interplay between culture and the individual, including attitudes to social conformity.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain information, ideas and concepts orally in Chinese
to a specific audience about an aspect of culture within communities where Chinese is spoken.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3.

Key knowledge
one or more aspects of the culture of Chinese-speaking communities

concepts and ideas that reflect the selected subtopic

vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding, interpreting and conveying information orally
text and language conventions used in written, spoken and visual texts in Chinese

the focus, purpose and subject matter of the presentation.

Key skills
identify cultural meaning in written, spoken or audiovisual texts in Chinese

select relevant examples to demonstrate an aspect of culture
create an original oral presentation in Chinese that explains one or more aspects of culture
sequence ideas logically

use suitable oral Chinese and other elements as appropriate to the text type, purpose and audience for the
presentation

use visual, digital media or other resources to support the presentation
self-correct language use as appropriate
use appropriate pronunciation, intonation and stress.

Assessment

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of
outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks that
provide a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes.

The areas of study and key knowledge and key skills listed for the outcomes should be used for course design
and the development of learning activities and assessment tasks. Assessment tasks must be a part of the regular
teaching and learning program and relate to the selected subtopic. They should be completed mainly in class and
within a limited timeframe.

All assessments at Units 1 and 2 are school-based. Procedures for assessment of levels of achievement in
Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision.

For this unit students are required to demonstrate three outcomes. As a set, these outcomes encompass the
areas of study in the unit.
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Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:

Outcome 1
Write a personal answer to an email
Write an informative blog in response to texts
Respond in a written letter to a radio announcement or editorial.

Outcome 2
Describe in writing an experience seen from different perspectives

Write a reflective article on a cultural insight, such as the attitudes of Chinese-speaking people in Australia and
elsewhere to traditional customs

Evaluate opposing arguments put forward on an issue, such as attitudes to health or the long-term impact of
social media on society.

Outcome 3
Narrate a life story, event or incident that highlights an aspect of culture
Tell the class a personal or reflective story about a cultural event
Present and explain an aspect of culture referring to a portfolio or a PowerPoint presentation.

Where teachers allow students to choose between tasks, they must ensure that the tasks they set are of
comparable scope and demand.
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Unit 3

In this unit students investigate the way Chinese speakers interpret and express ideas, and negotiate and persuade
in Chinese through the study of three or more subtopics from the prescribed themes and topics. Each area of
study must cover a different subtopic, though teachers may choose to teach more than one subtopic in an area
of study. Students interpret information, inform others, and reflect upon and develop persuasive arguments. They
access and share useful information on the subtopics through Chinese, and consolidate and extend vocabulary
and grammar knowledge and language skills.

Students consider the influence of language and culture in shaping meaning and reflect on the practices, products
and perspectives of the cultures of Chinese-speaking communities. They reflect on how knowledge of Chinese
and Chinese-speaking communities can be applied in a range of contexts and endeavours, such as further studly,
travel, business or community involvement.

The cross-study specifications common to Units 1-4 are detailed on pages 10-11 of this study design.

Area of Study 1

Interpersonal communication

In this area of study students develop skills and knowledge to resolve a personal issue by negotiating a mutually
agreeable outcome in a spoken exchange in Chinese on a selected subtopic. Students research relevant content,
language and cultural information, in particular that associated with acknowledging other speakers’ points of
view, and negotiating and persuading in culturally appropriate ways. They consider the interplay between cultural
perspectives and mutual understanding, and focus on language important for effective participation in spoken
interactions in Chinese. Students develop their understanding that language choices influence outcomes and
impressions created in the exchange.

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to participate in a spoken exchange in Chinese to resolve
a personal issue.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1.

Key knowledge
ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

vocabulary and grammar suitable for interpreting information, and negotiating and expressing a point of view
or preference

oral language and behaviours required to effectively initiate, maintain and close a spoken exchange, including
strategies for revisiting unresolved issues and confirming outcomes

negotiation strategies including acknowledging and linking to other speakers and offering compromises.

Key skills
exchange relevant information

link ideas in a logical and persuasive way
recognise meaning in terms and concepts with implied meaning or without a direct equivalent in English
use language that conveys intended meaning, taking into account cultural perspectives
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understand expectations and influences on participants in the interaction and use negotiation strategies
clarify decisions and ensure agreed outcomes are reached

self-correct language use as appropriate

use appropriate pronunciation, intonation and stress

use appropriate forms of address and non-verbal forms of communication

recognise and respond to questions and cues for turn-taking.

Area of Study 2

Interpretive communication

In this area of study students extract information from three or more texts relating to the selected subtopic, and
create written responses to specific questions or instructions in Chinese. Students synthesise information from
written, spoken and visual texts.

Students consider relevant content, language and cultural information from three or more texts to identify and
interpret key ideas and detail on the selected subtopic. Texts could include extracts, articles, blogs, webpages,
postcards, stories, podcasts, songs, plays, news items, films, photographs, maps and other written, spoken or
viewed texts. Students connect and compare ideas and identify different points of view or perspectives in each
of the texts.

Students respond to the texts in writing in Chinese. They consider the influence of language, culture, social
norms and ways of thinking in shaping meaning and the sequencing of ideas in the response.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to interpret information from texts and write responses in
Chinese.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.

Key knowledge
ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

vocabulary and grammar suitable for understanding, interpreting and conveying information on the selected
subtopic

conventions of text types and language for conveying information in writing.

Key skills
interpret relevant concepts and detailed information from written, spoken and visual texts in Chinese

recognise meaning in terms and concepts without a direct equivalent in English
link ideas and information from the texts in a logical way

use appropriate spelling, grammar, characters and punctuation

self-correct language use as appropriate

use suitable written Chinese for the audience, purpose and text type.
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Area of Study 3

Presentational communication

In this area of study students create an extended original piece of personal, informative or imaginative writing in
Chinese to express ideas, thoughts or responses on an aspect of the selected subtopic.

Students analyse and reflect on content related to the selected subtopic to assist in identifying aspects suited
to reflection, informing or storytelling. They may use cultural products or practices as stimulus material for their
writing. Cultural products or practices can be drawn from a diverse range of texts, activities and creations. Students
consider the language and features of the types of text they encounter to ensure that their writing includes culturally
appropriate content.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to express ideas in a personal, informative or imaginative
piece of writing in Chinese.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3.

Key knowledge
features of a range of personal, informative or imaginative written texts in Chinese
vocabulary and grammar suitable for expressing personal ideas, retelling information or storytelling
methods of presenting direct and reported speech
appropriate language and layout for the selected text type.

Key skills

use strategies for creating an original text in Chinese, including planning, drafting, self-correcting and use of
dictionaries

use appropriate tenses, time words, levels of language and register
sequence ideas appropriately and in accordance with the features of the text type to engage readers

use stylistic features, language, layout and other elements appropriate to the text type, purpose and audience
of the writing

use appropriate spelling, grammar, characters and punctuation.

School-based assessment

Satisfactory completion

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of
outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks to provide
a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes.

The areas of study and key knowledge and key skills listed for the outcomes should be used for course design
and the development of learning activities and assessment tasks.
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Assessment of levels of achievement

The student’s level of achievement in Unit 3 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework. School-assessed
Coursework tasks must be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and must not unduly add to the
workload associated with that program. They must relate to the selected subtopic and be completed mainly in
class and within a limited timeframe. All responses for this unit are to be in Chinese.

Where teachers provide a range of options for the same School-assessed Coursework task, they should ensure
that the options are of comparable scope and demand.

The types and range of forms of School-assessed Coursework for the outcomes are prescribed within the study
design. The VCAA publishes Advice for teachers for this study, which includes advice on the design of assessment
tasks and the assessment of student work for a level of achievement.

Teachers will provide to the VCAA a numerical score representing an assessment of the student’s level of
achievement. The score must be based on the teacher’s assessment of the performance of each student on the
tasks set out in the following table.

Contribution to final assessment

School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.

Outcomes Marks allocated Assessment tasks
Outcome 1
Participate in a spoken exchange in Chinese 20 A three- to four-minute role-play, focusing on
to resolve a personal issue. negotiating a solution to a personal issue.
Outcome 2 Responses to specific questions or instructions using
Interpret information from texts and write 15 information extracted from written, spoken and viewed
responses in Chinese. texts on the selected subtopic.
Outcome 3
Express ideas in a personal, informative 15 An approximately 200-character personal, informative
or imaginative piece of writing in Chinese. or imaginative piece of writing.
Total marks 50

External assessment

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by two end-of-year examinations, which together will
contribute 50 per cent to the study score.
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Unit 4

In this unit students investigate aspects of culture through the study of two or more subtopics from the prescribed
themes and topics. Area of Study 1 and Area of Study 2 may focus on the same subtopic. Area of Study 3 should
cover a different subtopic to the subtopic/s chosen for Areas of Study 1 and 2. Students build on their knowledge
of Chinese-speaking communities, considering cultural perspectives and language and explaining personal
observations. Students consolidate and extend vocabulary, grammar knowledge and language skills to investigate
the topics through Chinese.

Students identify and reflect on cultural products or practices that provide insights into Chinese-speaking
communities. Cultural products or practices can be drawn from a diverse range of texts, activities and creations.
Students reflect on the ways culture, place and time influence values, attitudes and behaviours. They consider how
knowledge of more than one culture can influence the ways individuals relate to each other and function in the world.

The cross-study specifications common to Units 1-4 are detailed on pages 10-11 of this study design.

Area of Study 1

Interpersonal communication

In this area of study students research and present information on a cultural product or practice from a Chinese-
speaking community. Students develop knowledge and skills to share observations and consider how the product
or practice may reflect a specific cultural perspective or behaviour.

Through the investigation of a cultural product or practice, students research specialised content, language
and cultural information related to the selected subtopic. The subtopic for Area of Study 1 may be the same as
the subtopic for Area of Study 2. Students use knowledge of the subtopic to explain differences and similarities
between cultural contexts, such as the present and the past or between Chinese-speaking communities in different
locations around the world. They develop language important for effective participation in spoken interaction in
Chinese, including deep knowledge of the subtopic, to present information, ideas and opinions about the cultural
product or practice and to participate in an extended discussion.

Outcome 1

On completion of this unit the student should be able to share information, ideas and opinions in a spoken exchange
in Chinese.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1.

Key knowledge
ideas and concepts related to the selected subtopic

vocabulary relating to a cultural product or practice, including expressions that reflect aspects of culture
the cultural and social context within which the product or practice exists

oral language and behaviours required to present information and participate in an interview on the subtopic,
including anticipating and responding to questions

vocabulary and grammar suitable for conveying information, explaining opinions and sharing ideas.
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Key skills
select relevant and interesting information for the exchange and in response to questions
link ideas logically
recognise and respond to questions and cues for turn-taking
self-correct language use as appropriate
use appropriate pronunciation, intonation and stress
use appropriate forms of address and non-verbal forms of communication
explain meaning in terms and concepts without a direct equivalent in English
exchange and justify opinions and ideas

recognise and use suitable language and strategies to distinguish between factual information and personal
perspectives.

Area of Study 2

Interpretive communication

In this area of study students analyse and present in writing information extracted from written, spoken and viewed
texts in Chinese on a selected subtopic. The subtopic for Area of Study 2 may be the same as the subtopic for
Area of Study 1. The texts should provide insights into an aspect of life in Chinese-speaking communities and
opportunities for students to make comparisons between cultures, places or times. Viewed texts may include
photographs, drawings, maps, films or posters.

Students respond to the texts in an extended piece of writing in Chinese that requires a different text type to
the stimulus material. Students identify and analyse key ideas and make comparisons between the details, ideas
and points of view expressed in each of the texts.

Outcome 2

On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse information from written, spoken and viewed texts
for use in a written response in Chinese.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 2.

Key knowledge
concepts and ideas related to the selected subtopic
vocabulary and grammar suitable for interpreting and conveying information on the selected subtopic
features of text types
language for analysing and comparing ideas in extended writing.

Key skills

use strategies for identifying and understanding key ideas and detailed information from written, spoken and
viewed texts in Chinese

recognise cultural, language or contextual aspects critical to meaning in written, spoken and viewed texts

identify relationships and make comparisons between the key ideas and perspectives expressed or observed
in the texts

present information relevant to audience and purpose

use appropriate spelling, grammar, characters, layout and punctuation
self-correct language use as appropriate

use suitable stylistic features for the audience, purpose and text type.



Unit 4 VCE Chinese Second Language
Units 1 and 2: 2019-2023; Units 3 and 4: 2020-2023 40

Area of Study 3

Presentational communication

In this area of study students present information, concepts and ideas in an extended written response to persuade
an audience of a point of view or evaluate existing ideas and opinions about an aspect of the selected subtopic.
The selected subtopic must be different from the subtopic/s used in Areas of Study 1 and 2.

Students investigate relevant content, language and cultural information to assist in persuading others of a
particular position or evaluating existing positions and opinions on an issue related to the subtopic. They develop
knowledge and understanding of the issue, such as the benefits of learning Chinese, the ongoing effects of an
historical event, environmental concerns, youth issues in contemporary society or an aspect of the literary or artistic
heritage of the Chinese-speaking communities.

Students create an original written text in Chinese on an aspect of the subtopic for a specified audience and text
type. The written text is for a persuasive or evaluative purpose. Students consider acceptable ways of persuading
others or evaluating arguments, and carefully select and sequence language for the audience and purpose of the
writing.

Outcome 3

On completion of this unit the student should be able to present information, concepts and ideas in evaluative or
persuasive writing on an issue in Chinese.

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3.

Key knowledge
issues related to the selected subtopic
cultural implications of the issue for Chinese speakers and Chinese-speaking communities
vocabulary and grammar suitable for evaluative or persuasive writing
conventions of evaluative or persuasive writing in Chinese suited to the text type and audience.

Key skills
research the subtopic and possible issues

sequence ideas logically to support an evaluative or persuasive argument
create original writing in Chinese

self-correct language use as appropriate

use appropriate spelling, grammar, characters, layout and punctuation
use suitable written Chinese for the audience, purpose and text type

For evaluative writing

identify different positions on an issue associated with the subtopic and identify relevant information to compare
and draw conclusions

use evaluative techniques including aligning like items, making valid comparisons and justifying personal
conclusions
For persuasive writing

formulate a position on an issue associated with the subtopic and identify relevant and compelling information
to support the position

use persuasive strategies, including justifying ideas and opinions or describing hypothetical outcomes and
past experience.
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School-based assessment

Satisfactory completion

The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of
outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and assessment tasks to provide
a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes.

The areas of study and key knowledge and key skills listed for the outcomes should be used for course design
and the development of learning activities and assessment tasks.

Assessment of levels of achievement

The student’s level of achievement in Unit 4 will be determined by School-assessed Coursework. School-assessed
Coursework tasks must be a part of the regular teaching and learning program and must not unduly add to the
workload associated with that program. They must relate to the selected subtopic and be completed mainly in
class and within a limited timeframe. All responses for this unit are to be in Chinese.

Where teachers provide a range of options for the same School-assessed Coursework task, they should ensure
that the options are of comparable scope and demand.

The types and range of forms of School-assessed Coursework for the outcomes are prescribed within the study
design. The VCAA publishes Advice for teachers for this study, which includes advice on the design of assessment
tasks and the assessment of student work for a level of achievement.

Teachers will provide to the VCAA a numerical score representing an assessment of the student’s level of
achievement. The score must be based on the teacher’s assessment of the performance of each student on the
tasks set out in the following table.

Contributions to final assessment

School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score.

Outcomes Marks allocated Assessment tasks

Outcome 1 A three- to four-minute interview providing information
Share information, ideas and opinions 20 and responding to questions about a cultural product
in a spoken exchange in Chinese. or practice.

Outcome 2

Analyse information from written, spoken 15 An approximately 250-character written response
and viewed texts for use in a written for a specific audience and purpose, incorporating
response in Chinese. information from three or more texts.

Outcome 3

Present information, concepts and ideas in 15 An approximately 300-character evaluative or
evaluative or persuasive writing on an issue persuasive piece of writing.

in Chinese.

Total marks 50
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External assessment

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by two end-of-year examinations.

Contribution to final assessment
The examinations together will contribute 50 per cent to the study score.

End-of-year examinations
Description

an oral examination

a written examination.

Conditions

The examinations will be completed under the following conditions:
Duration:
— Oral examination: approximately 15 minutes
—  Written examination: 2 hours plus 15 minutes reading time.
Date: end-of-year, on a date to be published annually by the VCAA.

VCAA examination rules will apply. Details of these rules are published annually in the VCE and VCAL
Administrative Handbook.

The examinations will be marked by assessors appointed by the VCAA.

Further advice

The VCAA publishes specifications for all VCE examinations on the VCAA website. Examination specifications
include details about the sections of the examination, their weighting, the question format/s and any other essential
information. The specifications are published in the first year of implementation of the revised Unit 3 and 4 sequence
together with any sample material.


https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/vce-vcal-handbook/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/vce-vcal-handbook/Pages/index.aspx
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